
(January 11, 2018)

Assisting Tarchin and Mary
Dear Friends
Two months ago, Tash, Grant and Andy outlined the following proposal to Mary and I

that filled us with a warm glow of pleasure and an unexpected sense of relief.  It 

would help us stay on our land as we get older, continuing to offer it as a place for 

retreat and contemplative exploration.

We thank everyone who in one way or another are helping to bring this into being.

with love and good wishes

Tarchin and Mary

An Aspiration to Support 
Tarchin
In grateful acknowledgment of Tarchin Hearn's 50-year commitment to Dharma, and 

in recognition of the reality of aging and health issues, this is an aspiration and a 

request to the sangha both in New Zealand and beyond.

  



 Ways you can help support this project:
 Read below for how you can personally help

 Then please forward this email through your email lists

 Or forward this email to those who may have received teachings 

and benefitted from hearing the Dharma from Tarchin

 Or forward this email to those who wish to support a teacher of 

Dharma

 Let us know of any other ways you would like to help

About the Orgyen Care Project
We aspire to provide accommodation (and basic living expenses) for a 

helper/attendant for Tarchin and Mary.  This will support Tarchin in continuing

his life's work of dharma exploration and teaching through providing practical

back-up in this later stage of his life.  Importantly, it will mean Tarchin and 

Mary will have the care and support required to continue living at their home,

Orgyen Hermitage, a place they both enjoy and love.

 

As many of us realize, Tarchin has a great gift for sharing wisdom and 

profound loving presence.  He continues to accept requests to teach, both in 

New Zealand and abroad.  We have a strong aspiration to support Tarchin to

continue teaching for as long as his health allows.  With his current reality of 

cancer and aging, it is clear that Tarchin's capacity to do so will be limited 

without wider sangha support.

 

Tarchin and Mary have agreed to the following proposal of help: that their 

neighbors and long-time students Tash and Grant Rix would provide rent-

free land for building simple accommodation that would allow Andy McIntosh

to live nearby in a helper/attendant role, supporting Tarchin and Mary in 

whatever way is needed to maintain their property, and being a driver and 

care-giver (alongside Mary) for any further health related treatments.  (At 

times when Andy's help is not needed, the accommodation would be 

available to sangha for retreat.)

 



Tarchin has lived his entire adult life by dana, he receives no pension or 

superannuation. We are asking the kiwi sangha and the wider 

international sangha who know and value Tarchin's life-time 

commitment to Dharma to help us fundraise to achieve this aspiration.

A two-phase request
Phase One: The Build

Timeframe: Now until 31 July 2018

Total donations needed: NZD$42,000

As of Jan 31/18, the funding for this phase has now been raised. 

Thankyou everyone.

This is all inclusive for simple hut-style accommodation plus Andy's living expenses 

while he builds and project manages.

 

When not in use by Andy (or another attendant for Tarchin), the hut will be available 

for personal retreat use by sangha.  The hut will be the property and responsibility of 

the landowners (Tash and Grant).  As such we ask that you give in the true spirit of 

dana, recognizing that these accommodation facilities will ultimately exist on private 

land.  Once the accommodation is no longer in use by helper/attendants for Tarchin 

and Mary, it will become available for students of Dharma so that the thread of 

Tarchin's teaching will continue.  It is Tash and Grants's aspiration to support this.

Phase Two: Ongoing support for the helper/attendant

Timeframe: Once "phase one" is secure and underway, we will send out more 

information and requests for help with funding "phase two".

Total donations needed: an estimate at this time is somewhere between $100 and 

$200/week

This is for Andy's living expenses, mostly food and essentials, while he is residing in 

this capacity.  Donations could be in the form of automatic payments, or lump sums.

 Tash and Grant will provide the land and basics such as electricity, water and 

internet.



About the helper/attendant – Andy MacIntosh
Andy is a dedicated dharma practitioner and has volunteered to take on this 

important role.  He will come over from Australia to be available to help as needed.  

When Tarchin's health allows him to travel and teach, then depending on need, Andy

might remain here, or return to Australia to continue his life there until further need

arises.

About the Landowners – Tash & Grant Rix
Tash and Grant Rix have been close students of Tarchin’s since 2000, and 

neighbours since 2014. Part of the vision for living nearby was to absorb as much 

excellent dharma teaching as their working and parenting lives would allow and to 

support Tarchin and Mary as they aged.

It has also been an opportunity to provide a local place where visiting sangha can 

stay. They have an 8-year old daughter and both work full-time running a national 

mindfulness in schools programme that is a direct result of their satipatthana training 

and study with Tarchin.

If you have any further questions and/or would like to be kept

informed about the Project

Please email the Orgyen Care Project Team 

mailto:orgyencareproject@gmail.com?subject=Orgyen%20Care%20Project&body=Hi%20Orgyen%20Care%20Project%20Team%2C%0A

